Epiphany of Our Lord Byzantine Catholic Church

2030 Old Alabama Road - Roswell, Georgia 30076

Parish Office: (770) 993-0973
Fr. Deacon James Smith, Administrator: (404) 227-5401
Email: epiphanybyzantinechurch@gmail.com
Website: www.epiphanybyzantinecatholic.org

| July 31, 2016
Divine Liturgy  Saturday, 5:30 PM - Sunday, 10:00 AM - Holy Days, 7:30 PM
Confessions Saturday, 4:30-5:00 PM - Sunday, 9:00-9:30 AM
Collection July 23-24, 2016: $1,814.00. Thank you for your generosity.

Welcome Father Steven! Father Steven Galuschik, pastor of All

| Saints Byzantine Catholic Church in Fort Myers, Florida for now will
be with us on weekends for our pastoral and sacramental life.

Father Steven will begin his ministry with us on Saturday, July 30;
Divine Liturgy and Confessions will be on Saturday and Sunday at the
usual times. Father will also be available after Liturgy on Sundays
each week to visit and anoint the sick and for other pastoral needs.
Please let Deacon James or Deacon Michael know of your needs and
they will make arrangements with Father Steven.

A welcome reception will be held for Father Steven after Liturgy on
Sunday, July 31. All are invited to stay awhile to meet Father and his joyous smile.

Potluck Lunch. Our monthly potluck parish lunch will be Sunday,
August 7 after Divine Liturgy. All are invited to participate and to share
Christian fellowship and feast. This month’s main course will be pulled
pork and will be provided ... so bring along the accompaniments, the
sides, the fixins’ ... and let’s celebrate Christian community.

Adult Christian Formation. Our Autumn Adult Formation program will begin again on
Sunday September 11 at 8:45AM. The series will run for eight weeks and each session
will last 45 minutes. One of the best ways we can grow in Christ and become effective
disciples of His Church is to be informed Byzantine Catholics.

Father Deacon Michael will be teaching Let Us Attend: A
Journey through the Divine Liturgy, the Heavenly
Banquet. The focus of his series will be the Liturgy of the
early Church, the Heavenly Banquet as revealed in the Book
of Revelation, the structure and meaning of the Liturgy (the
Vesting of Clergy, the Proskomedia, the Liturgy of the
Word, the Anaphora, the Communion and the Dismissal)
and how Liturgy and worship bring man back into
communion with God after the Fall, provide a one on one
encounter with the Risen Christ and offer a foresight of the Angelic Banquet in Heaven.

All adults, high-school and above, are encouraged to attend this series. It provides a
means to strengthen both our faith and our knowledge of the Divine Liturgy, which is the
central focus of our life in Christ. The spiritual health of the entire Christian community
and the individual members of the Church depend on a constant renewal, understanding,
and engagement with our faith. Adult formation is one way to live our faith, and it is
especially important for families with children who strive to turn their homes into
extensions of the church.

Dormition Fast. Monday, August 1 begins the Dormition Fast, a time of fasting and

prayer in the Byzantine Church as preparation for the feast of the Falling Asleep of the
Mother of God. The enclosed Theosis will provide a reflection on the fast.

What sacrifices we make, let them be sacrifices that transform us. They are not
ends in and of themselves. They are tools by which we can become a little closer to
God’s image, a little closer to Christ’s life. (Saint John Chrysostom)

Transﬁguration of our Lord. Saturday, August 6 is the
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Eastern Catholic Church to commemorate this day with the
blessing of fruits which represent the “metamorphosis” of
m the Christian into a new “creation”. Next Saturday and

Sunday (August 6 and 7) all are invited to bring a basket of
fruit to Church to be blessed and to take home to celebrate the feast in our families.

Parish Council. During the month of August we will be forming a Parish Council, as
prescribed by Canon Law; the Council will consist of Father Steven, Deacon James,
Deacon Michael and five parishioners. Details will be announced Saturday August 6 and
Sunday August 7. Please continue to keep our parish’s spiritual and financial needs and
our future growth in your daily prayers.


mailto:epiphanybyzantinechurch@gmail.com
http://www.epiphanybyzantinecatholic.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiX97jbmNDNAhVMMj4KHV1pAnYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=365&psig=AFQjCNF9PM8TGqr2vV0GotNAYKgyiWoZSw&ust=1467391257688917
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiehISZxJbOAhVIVyYKHevABOQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.keyword-suggestions.com/cG90IGx1Y2sgbWVhbA/&psig=AFQjCNE3HE2GFhUGvun7siTVqaCzPjThRA&ust=1469807981751644
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiA_LXCxpbOAhWFeCYKHQCpCLgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.keyword-suggestions.com/bGl0dXJneSBvZiAgdGhlIHdvcmQ/&bvm=bv.128153897,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNF5W5Hzz1XgjBBr5SpVEiBMvcXn6A&ust=1469808447229464
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://4vector.com/free-vector/fruit-and-vegetable-theme-vector-4272&psig=AFQjCNFiUyyxgDCr29mvGAHETHcFRb76gg&ust=1469809395041202

A Reflection for our Spiritual Journey

THE DORMITION CF THE THEOTOKOS

The Dormition Fast
August1-14

Much has been written about the Feast of the Dormition of the
Theotokos. Yet very little has been written about the fast that
precedes it. The Byzantine Church since at least the 5th century has
practiced a period of fasting prior to the feast of the Dormition of the
Theotokos. This ancient custom has much to offer contemporary
Christians. Christians of the East have always recognized the mystery
of Our Lady's Dormition, her 'falling asleep' at the end of her natural
life when in a miraculous way she was assumed into heaven to sit with our Lord and God. The
passage of the Mother of God from this life to life eternal is a cause for reflection for all Christians.

The Scriptural foundation for fastingis found in the Synoptic Gospels. When the Pharisees
criticized the Apostles for not fasting, Jesus said to them, "Can the wedding guests mourn as
long as the bridegroom is with them? The days will

come, when the bridegroom is taken away from them,
and then they will fast.” Our Lord was referring to his What sacrifices we make, let
being taken to be crucified; but in the larger sense these them be sacrifices that
words are understood in terms of his Ascension and his transform us. They are not
command to preach the Gospel, which can only be ends in and of themselves.
accomplished with prayer and fasting. By fasting we also

They are tools by which we

unite our lives more closely to the Mother of God; we can .
can become a little closer to

join with the Theotokos who sacrificed much to give birth L. .
God’s image, a little closer

to Christ’s life.
St. John Chrysostom

to God the Son, to raise Him, and to be with Him during
His ministry, His crucifixion, and His resurrection.

Every Eastern Christian is aware of the fasts for Pascha and

Christmas. But while we may know of the Dormition Fast,
more than a few question its purpose. First, given the pervasive misunderstanding of fasting itself,
a refresher on its purpose is always a good idea. There is a perception that we should fast when we
want something, as though the act of fasting somehow appeases God, and seeing us “suffer” gets
Him to grant our request. Nothing can be further from the truth. It is not our fasting that pleases
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